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Welcome to this seminar!

Today’s Question

How do non-Christians view Christians and Christianity?  What are their perspectives on the Christian faith?  Their objections to it?  Their reasons for not embracing it?

Scripture’s Insights

· I Peter 3:15, The call to be ready to give reasons for our hope.

· Acts 1:3, Jesus gives “many convincing proofs” to His disciples.

· Acts 13:32-38, Paul’s reasoning with Jews.

· Acts 14:14-17, Paul’s reasoning with Gentiles.

· Acts 18:4-5 & II Cor. 5:11, Paul’s summary of his entire ministry.

· Acts 18:27-28, Apollos vigorously debates the Jews.

Important Note

Not everyone who rejects Christian faith does so because of some unanswered objection.  There are other reasons.

Christian Apologetics

· Responds to objections: negative apologetics
· Sets out a foundation for Christian faith: positive apologetics
Always remember, becoming a Christian involves a personal choice, i.e., the choice to place faith in Christ but this choice is not made in a vacuum.  Rather, it is made on the basis of reasons/evidence.

· Apologetics explores what reasons there are for choosing this faith commitment rather than a different one or none at all.

When YOU FACE OBJECTIONS, then what? 

Responding to Objections 

(Some guidelines)
1) Clarify the objection.

2) Work at the level of general principles/truths when presented with specific, personal, emotional cases.

3) Distinguish between things done in the name of Christianity and genuine Christian teaching.

4) Distinguish between essential, non-negotiable Biblical truth, and secondary issues where Christians legitimately disagree.

5) Remember that our task is not necessarily to make the Christian Gospel palatable to everyone.  Rather, it is to communicate the truth winsomely and persuasively.  God’s work is also required: II Cor. 4:7.

6) Take heart in the enormous resources in the Christian community.

7) Use humour.  Enjoy the process.  You are involved in the most important work on earth.

THREE KINDS OF PEOPLE


Theist: “There is a God”

· Three categories of people

Atheist:  “There is not a God”


Sceptic: “I don’t know if there is a God”



Agnostic:



Dogmatic Agnostic: “We cannot know if there is a God.”

“Proving” Theism

Involves finding evidence which points to the existence of God. 

“Proving” Atheism

This is much more difficult because it involves proving a universal negative, i.e., proving something does not exist anywhere in or out of the universe; this probably requires omniscience.

· Another route some atheists have taken:  Find something which allegedly conflicts with the idea that God exists.

e.g. - evil and suffering


- the claim that the very idea of God is a contradictory concept.

“Proving” Agnosticism

· Scepticism:  Nothing to prove.

· Dogmatic Agnosticism:  Difficult to prove because it assumes that if there is a God, he either could not or would not reveal himself to humans.  How can the dogmatic agnostic know this?

HOW CAN JESUS BE THE ONLY WAY?
EXCLUSIVISM

Christian Teaching

Scripture teaches and assumes throughout that Jesus is the only way to God.  Hence, God’s people are commanded to teach Jesus to the world.

· John 14:6, “. . .No one comes to the Father but through Me.”

· Acts 4:12.  “There is no other name. . .whereby we must be saved.”

· I Tim. 2:5, “There is. . .one mediator between God and man, the man Christ Jesus.”
· Acts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized. . .in the name of Jesus. . .for the forgiveness of your sins.”

· Romans 10:9-11, “. . .if you confess Jesus. . .you shall be saved.”

The Objection

· Exclusivism is viewed as arrogant, close-minded, and intolerant.
    It is especially repulsive in an age where:

· tolerance is elevated to a position of supreme virtue and seen as the way for us to get along with each other,
· truth is sometimes viewed as dangerous, as  the enemy of
tolerance.  It allows people to say, “I’m right, you’re wrong,” and that is viewed as a dangerous idea which causes intolerance, wars, bigotry, violence, etc.

A RESPONSE: SEVEN PARTS

I. This objection is self-defeating.
Key Question:  Is it wrong and intolerant to assert, that “my view about the way a person comes to God is different than your view and I believe my view is correct (i.e., true) and yours is not”?

If so, then the person who objects to Christian exclusivism commits the same error.  He says, “Your view, which is that Jesus is the only way, is wrong.  My view is that there are also other ways to God.  I believe my view is correct and yours is wrong.”







truth

It is impossible to avoid

exclusivism if we make any assertions at all.

II. Carefully define tolerance.

III. Make it difficult for people to label you arrogant or 

intolerant.

IV. Emphasize exclusivity where we should but not where we 

shouldn’t.

V. Remember that the gospel is also genuinely inclusive.

VI. Remind others that you did not “invent” this message and 

        therefore you have no prerogative to change it.
VII. Point to Jesus’ uniqueness.  If he really is unique, then it makes sense for him to make unique claims about himself.  Give people a reason to consider Jesus’ uniqueness.

WHAT CAUSED GOD?

This comes as a response to a Christian who provides God as the explanation for how and why the universe exists.

RESPONSE

This objection assumes that everything which exists requires a cause.  But this is not necessarily true and we must be careful not to say so.

Rather, it is only things which had a beginning that require a cause/creator.

This means that the only way to show that God needs a cause is to show that he had a beginning.  How can anyone show this?

Objection

“How convenient!  This is a cop out. Can you just define God this way to solve the problem?”

ISN’T CHRISTIANITY ANTI-WOMEN?

The Power of this Objection

This is a serious stumbling block to some.

A Response


what some have done in the name of Christianity,

1) Distinguish between




what authentic Christianity actually teaches.

2) What did Jesus and the New Testament teach about women?

Did Jesus suppress women?

Did he treat women as inferior to men?

The evidence indicates that Jesus treated women as equals with men.

· John 4: disciples were amazed that Jesus was willing to

            carry on a long conversation with the Samaritan woman.

· The Bible uses women as primary witnesses to Jesus’ burial and empty tomb.

           Galatians 3:28: Erases any meaningful, man-made value  

            Distinction between men and women.

ISN’T CHRISTIANITY ANTI-GAY?

THE Power of this Objection

Three reasons why this objection is especially forceful today:

1) The issue of gay rights is a prominent topic of discussion.

2) A gay lifestyle is increasingly viewed as a legitimate alternate lifestyle.

3) Discrimination against homosexuals is often compared to sexism and racism.

HOW SHOULD WE ResponD?

Be aware that our response may not be acceptable to everyone.  Remember this is not necessarily our job.

ONE RESPONSE

Attempt to show that Christianity/Scriptures really approve of homosexual activity.

    Genesis 19


Leviticus 18:22


Romans 1:26-27


I Corinthians 6:9-11

A Better Approach

Clarification

What, precisely, does Christian morality label immoral?


Homosexual orientation/preference?
  Yes 
  No 


OR


Homosexual activity?

Yes  

  No  
 
THREE IMMEDIATE QUESTIONS

1. Does this mean a homosexual orientation is good?

2. Does this mean dwelling on one’s homosexual desires, so long as   
    one does not act on them, is good?

3. Is homosexuality genetically inherited?

AN INFORMED CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

1. Scripture regards homosexual activity as immoral just as it 

    regards other actions as immoral: heterosexual immorality,

    dishonesty, back biting, gossiping, etc.

2. Scripture regards a homosexual orientation as a special

    temptation which some people are called upon to wrestle with.

3. We are called upon to love homosexuals as we are called upon

    to love all people.

4. We should be cautious about elevating homosexual sin to the

    “super sin” status.

5. Never forget the essential Christian invitation.

IF GOD IS SO GOOD, WHY DO SO MANY BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE?
· This is an argument for atheism.

· It asserts that the existence of God is incompatible with the existence of evil.
· The argument:

    -  If God is good, he would want to oppose all evil.

    -  If God is all-powerful, he would be able to oppose all evil.

    -  So why is there so much evil/suffering in the world?

    -  In fact, why is there any evil at all?

Responses that won’t Do

1) God doesn’t cause evil, He merely permits it.
· Is this true?

· How does this help?

2) God will eventually put a stop to all evil.

A Better Approach

It is always possible that God has a good reason for allowing evil/pain/suffering.  If He does, He remains good and omnipotent even while the evil occurs.  Furthermore, the very possibility that God has a good reason means that no incompatibility can be shown between God and evil.

Illustration:  A child, her parents, and their doctor.





WHAT ARE GOD’S REASONS?

Can we suggest reasons God may have for allowing evil in the world?

· Proceed with caution and only if it helps.
· There are risks in trying to suggest what God’s reasons are.

· It is doubtful that any of our suggestions will explain all evil.

HUMAN FREE WILL RESPONSE

This asserts that God created human beings as free, rational persons rather than as robots.  God had good reason to make us free.  Since it is free will which makes real love, joy, goodness, and relationships possible.  Unfortunately, it also makes bad, hurtful choices possible.

Special note: This explains only moral evil, not natural evil.

NATURAL LAWS RESPONSE

HOW COULD A SUPPOSEDLY JUST AND LOVING GOD SEND PEOPLE TO HELL WHO HAVE NEVER HEARD ABOUT JESUS?

THE Point of the Objection

God appears to be condemning people to eternal hell for not doing something which they had no opportunity to do.  It is bad enough that a God would condemn people to eternal hell whose only crime is not believing the right things but now we discover that millions of people are being condemned who have never heard this message about what they are supposed to believe in.

The Power of this Objection

This objection challenges the 

love of God




justice of God

-- In other words --

It challenges the existence of a God who is 
loving




just.

Two-pronged Response

Part I

What about those who have never heard?



essential historical Christian doctrine

Distinction


secondary points where legitimate disagreement exists

Principle:  Hold your view on secondary matters loosely when responding to a person with objections.

Remember:  The objection may only be to your view.

· Romans 1:18-20 – One Interpretation

Part II

What about the idea of Hell, itself?

Doesn’t this contradict the goodness, love, and justice of God?

Response:
    1. Question:  Is it unfair or unjust for God to send unbelievers 

        to hell if He has given everyone an opportunity to avoid hell?

2. True Christian teaching on Hell

1) God wishes for no one to Hell.

2) Everyone makes a choice:


be with God, have a relationship with God,

Either


say “No thanks”




-entails -  absence of God, goodness




-nature of God is the foundation of all 




  that is good.


Hell: total absence of

 God






  All that is good

        3)  What is hell like?

“Lake of Fire”: Revelation 20:10, Matthew 25:41 

“Outer darkness”: Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30 (No mention of fire)

Hell: a terrible condition/place unlike anything we could imagine.  So God uses images of the most terrible things we can.

ISN’T THE GOD OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IMMORAL?

God sometimes appears vengeful and evil in the Old Testament.  At times He ordered bloodshed and wars including the killing of women and children, thereby violating His own commands as well as Jesus’ elevated moral teaching.

Dueteronomy 20:16-17

I Samuel 15:2-3

A Response

1.  Don’t claim to know it all.


2.  Recall God’s purposes in the Old Testament.


3.  God’s gave repeated warnings with the promise of relenting if 

people changed their actions.


4.  Is it true that all commands are intended to apply to the one


     who gave them?

5.  We need an accurate picture of God’s goodness.

6.  God spared nations if even a minute amount of good remained.

7.  God saved certain righteous individuals even in the midst of

     judgment.

8.  God handed out judgment unwillingly and sadly.  

     Ezekiel 18:23; 33:11

     Lamentations 3:33

Why Believe in the Jesus of Christianity?

New Testament

Reasons to trust the gospel accounts:

1. The Gospels are too early to be fabrications/legends

Acts makes no mention of certain significant, well-known historical events which occurred 60-70 A.D.

1. Destruction of Jerusalem:  A.D. 70

2. Persecution of Christians by Nero

3. Death of James

4. Death of Paul

This is a strong indication that these events had not happened yet when Acts was written.

Conclusion:

· Acts was written before A.D. 70

· Luke was earlier (it was part I of Luke-Acts) which means Mark was earlier yet (Mark was one of Luke’s sources).

Point:  New Testament books were written too early for anyone to fabricate falsehoods and have them widely believed.

2. If the New Testament was a fabrication, it was a highly unlikely fabrication
--Implausible:

--Blasphemous: Remember the disciples were dedicated Jewish monotheists
--Foolish: What did the disciples have to gain from making up this new Gospel?

  --The conspiracy problem: The fabrication theory assumes that the

  disciples made up the whole story and knew it was false and

  held this conspiracy together in the face of hardship and death

  with no one breaking rank.

Remember Watergate.

3. The Internal Evidence:  The New Testament looks reliable.

     ---  Unflattering picture of the disciples:

---  Use of women as witnesses to the empty tomb:  Mark 16:1-8

---  Mention of Joseph of Arimathea in the burial story:  Mark 15:42-47

      Thanks for coming!
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